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President’s Message  
 

 

 

KIAAA Members, 

 

I would like to take a minute to wish each of you a safe and happy 2010.  It seems like yesterday we 

were worried about Y2K and here we are entering a new decade.  My hope is that 2010 brings each of 

you a positive outlook and a renewed sense of pride as a person that makes a difference for the kids of 

Kansas. 

 

Sadly, the conversation about a positive outlook can quickly turn negative when we consider the current 

budget situation in each of our schools.  Many, if not all of you have been sitting in meetings to 

determine how we are going to continue to offer quality programs to our students.  Understand, we are 

all in the same boat and we must rely on the conversations and experiences that we draw from each 

other.  I appreciate that at anytime I can speak with another member of this organization for advice on 

an issue that has presented itself.   

 

Along those same lines, we have an opportunity each year to participate in what I believe to be the best 

professional development conference I have ever attended.  The KIAAA State Conference is an 

opportunity to learn from the other men and women in this great profession.  This year, I believe it is 

even more important than ever to take advantage of this opportunity.  The conference will enable you to 

hear the creative things schools are doing across the state to deal with our current issues.  We are 

currently working on workshop presenters for fundraising, budget issues, dealing with severe weather 

and many more.  I hope you will take advantage of this opportunity to grow within the profession. 

 

I would also like to say congratulations to Rich Bechard, Blue Valley Public Schools, for his victory in 

the NIAAA At-large election in Dallas.  The honor is well deserved and I have no doubt that Rich will 

be a great ambassador and representative for Kansas.  I would also like to thank the many people that 

attended the conference and helped Rich with the campaign. 

 

In closing, I hope that each of you will encourage other athletic directors within your school district, 

league and classification to join the KIAAA.  I cannot imagine trying to fulfill my duties as an Athletic 

Administrator without the help of the contacts that I have made through this organization.  With 

budgets shrinking and more scrutiny being placed on travel, it is very important to find “quality” 

opportunities for professional development.  It is my belief that for the money, attendance at the 

KIAAA Fall Workshop and Spring Conference is one of the best deals available. 

 

Good luck in 2010.  If the KIAAA or I can be of any assistance to you in the coming year, please do not 

hesitate to call.  I look forward to seeing each of you March 26
th

 and 27
th

 for the Annual KIAAA Spring 

Conference. 

 

Yours in Athletics, 

 
Eric Armstrong, CAA 
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KIAAA Annual Conference 

Once again there will be a Texas 
Hold’Em or Black Jack 
Tournament held in the Odyssey 
Atrium on Friday evening at 
9:30 pm.   

Conference Extras 
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Make plans and room reservations now for your state conference.  The dates are March 25-28 and 
the location is the Grand Prairie Hotel and Convention Center in Hutchinson.  Registration 
information will be available on the KIAAA webpage www.kiaaa.org.  This is a FAMILY EVENT.  
There is a spouses’ program and the always favorite Kids’ Olympics for the youngsters!  Time to 
spend with your family and fellow colleagues are built into the schedule.  There will be babysitting 
services available as well.   

 

 

Cards 

 

Fun Run/Walk 

 
The KIAAA Annual Joe Schrag Fun 
Run/Walk will be held Friday morning, 
March 26th, at the Dillon Nature 
Center.  Meet in the hotel lobby at 
8:00 am! 

The kids are never left out!  The Kids’ 
Olympics are a great way for the youngsters 
to have a great time and make life-long 
friends.  On March 26th, there will be 
bowling, ice cream, prizes and everyone gets 
a free T-shirt.  The kids will eat at the buffet 
with their family before the fun begins!   

Each year there are many items to bid 
on at the silent auction before the 
Awards Banquet.  The money raised 
goes to the KIAAA and funds are used 
for various needs.  Items may include:  
Football tickets, lawn decorations, 
clocks, weekend in Branson and many 
other great items.   

Babysitting 

 Babysitting services will be provided during 
the luncheon and the banquet on Saturday.  
Your kids will be in good hands and have a 
great time.  Look for more information and 
how to sign-up at the conference.   

Spouses’ Program 

 An exciting program for the spouses 

who attend the 2010 conference is 

currently being finalized.  Spouses are 

welcome to participate in the golf 

tournament and enjoy family time at 

the pool and hot tub.  Other activities 

will include a guided tour of the 

originally restored FOX Theatre, one of 

the finest examples of art deco 

architecture in the Midwest, a movie 

night, cooking class demonstrations at 

the downtown Apron Strings, and the 

ever popular spa treatments.  Time 

will be available to visit the Antique 

District in downtown Hutchinson which 

will provide unique shopping 

opportunities.  More information will 

be available with the conference 

registration materials soon to be 

available on-line. 

 

Golf Tournament 

 Once again, the 4-person scramble golf 
tournament will be held at Carey Park golf 
course.  Check-in & payment begins at 12:00 
noon on March 25th.  Your $40 entry fee 
includes golf, cart and lunch (sponsored by 
Daktronics).  Additional information will be 
sent with conference registration materials.  

Silent Auction 

 

Kids’ Olympics 

 

http://www.kiaaa.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Congratulations to the following winners of the Jack Dresslar Scholarships! 

They will receive a $500 scholarship from the KIAAA. 

 

District 1    Jayce Apsley, Santanta - Mike Heater (AD) 

  

District 2    Makenzie Shepard, Leavenworth - Ron Dunham (AD) 

  

District 3    Gentry Griffin, Louisburg - Doug Key (AD) 

  

District 4    Daniel George, Conway Springs - Greg Rosenhagen (AD)  
 

KIAAA  

Other Conference Items 

Bronze Contribution - $500      Silver Contribution - $1000 (Bronze plus:) 

 Conference activity named for your company   *  Pass out literature at registration table 

 Banner displayed at annual conference     *  Attend KIAAA hospitality room 

 Conference momento      *  Product endorsed by KIAAA 

 KIAAA Corporate Sponsor plaque     *  Link from KIAAA website to your company’s website 

 Listed in conference program     

 Listed on KIAAA website and in the KIAAA newsletter 

 

Gold Contribution - $1500 (Silver plus:)     Five-Star Contribution - $2500+ (Gold plus:) 

 Exhibit table at NO CHARGE     *  Written advertisement from the sponsor will be 

 Advertisement in newsletter and program        printed in the newsletter provided it is copy ready 

    and ready to insert. 

* Appreciation plaque will be presented to you at the 

    spring conference. 

 

Levels of Corporate Sponsorship 

 

We would like to thank these 
corporate sponsors for their support 

of the KIAAA and our Kansas 
student-athletes! 

 

All-American Publishing 

Commercial Sound 

Daktronics 

Future Pro, Inc. 

VYPE High School Sports 
Magazine 

Hutchinson Grand Prairie Hotel & 
Convention Center 

Josten’s 

Lifetouch 

NEFF 

Royal Publishing 

Schelde North American 
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Corporate Sponsors Scholarship Winners 

Award Nominations 

The KIAAA is always looking to recognize outstanding people for their service 

to our student-athletes in the field of athletics.  The organization wishes to honor 

an AD of the year in each district, as well as a middle school AD of the year, an 

up and coming AD through the Promising AD Award, as well as awarding the 

NIAAA State Award of Merit.  Other awards are the Sportswriter and 

Sportscaster of the year, as well as the Elmer “Carp” Carpenter Award.  Please 

see the attachments for further information and nomination procedures. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Join the 
KIAAA today! 

Want to propose a rule change to the KSHSAA?  The School Classification Forum is your chance.  

See the attached sheet for more information and where to send the form.  Mark Lamb from 

Wichita Southeast HS will be the presider at this forum, which will be held on Friday, March 26, 

from 7:00 – 9:00 pm.   

Topics must be emailed to Mark Lamb at mlamb@usd259.net.   

Questions:   316-973-2739.   

Deadline to submit topics is Monday, February 8, 2010  

 

 

 

School Classification Forum 

To become a member of the KIAAA, simply fill out a membership form on the KIAAA 

website and mail it with your check to the address on the bottom of the form. 

Membership coincides with the school year and runs from August through July.  You may 

join the KIAAA at any time.  If you plan on attending the spring conference, membership 

dues will be collected as part of the registration.  The dues paid as part of this registration are 

for the following school year. 

Along with other membership benefits, only current KIAAA members are able to submit 

nominations for student scholarships, Athletic Director of the Year Awards, and all other 

awards given by the KIAAA as part of the spring conference.  We don not want to exclude 

deserving candidates, so please consider joining your state professional organization! 

How Do I Become a KIAAA Member??? 

Reserve your room 

today at the Grand 

Prairie at: 

620-669-9311 

 

Ask for the 

KIAAA rate! 

We’re on the Web! 

SEE US AT: 

www.kiaaa.org 

 

Also visit the NIAAA 

website at: 

www.niaaa.org 
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KIAAA’s Purpose Statement 

The purpose of the KIAAA is to: 

Promote and maintain an activities program that will encourage the widest possible participation 

with the highest possible standards. 

Assist and cooperate with the Kansas State High School Activities Association in carrying out 

its objective. 

Improve activities understanding and relationships throughout Kansas. 

Present an opportunity for exchange of ideas on problems and practices. 

Improve the educational aspects of interscholastic activities in the total educational program. 

Establish and implement standards for the professional preparation of interscholastic activities 

administrators. 

Attention AD's who 
are bringing 
children:   

Please be aware 
that the aquatic 
facilities have 

undergone changes 
to accommodate 

more meeting 
space.  The water 

slides are no longer 
present. However 

there is still the large 
pool, water fall, 

wading pool and 
aquatic play 

stations. 

Games Wanted Emails – How Does This Work? 

The “games wanted” emails containing requests to fill open dates and/or tournaments from 

other Kansas ADs for varsity competitions only (non-varsity can be included if it is in 

conjunction with the varsity competition) are sent to all Kansas ADs.   

 

However, to have your request forwarded to all ADs, you must be a member of the KIAAA 

as the forwarding of the emails is a KIAAA members-only service.  KIAAA membership 

forms are available on the KIAAA website. 

 

mailto:mlamb@usd259.net
http://www.kiaaa.org/
http://www.niaaa.org/


  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Back Page is where you can find an article, tips, etc. 

from a current or former athletic director.  If you would 

like to submit something for consideration, please e-mail 

it to David Ediger at dediger@cimarronschools.net. 

 

Thank You! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The Back Page KIAAA  

Have You Had Your Fill With “Bowling”? 

 

College football fans are likely either suffering from withdrawal or hoping they never see a bowl game again 

(let alone 34 of them).  I couldn’t tell you who played who.  I watched some good ones and some lousy ones 

and now am totally confused on which were good and which weren’t.   

 

I found it interesting to see what “payout” was associated with each bowl game and thought about the 

economic benefits reaped by each of the participating schools and/or conferences.  It was also interesting to 

see what gift packages were made available to the players who participated in these games.  More than half 

of the 34 bowl games offer some type of “shopping spree” as it is referred to by rivals.com.  Others allow 

participants to open a gift suite or allow the players to pick gifts out of a catalog.  The Capital One and 

Champs Sports Bowl (yes you probably watched them and also forgot who participated), both organized by 

Florida Citrus Sports, were among the first to allow players to pick their gifts.  The Sugar Bowl has Weber 

grills in its gift suite and the Maaco Bowl Las Vegas participants can choose to take home a recliner.  Other 

gifts offered by various bowls include camcorders, iPods, DVD players, mountain bikes, fossil watches, 

luggage sets, souvenir footballs, and a 19-inch TV that can also be used as a computer monitor.  Additional 

gifts included OGIO backpacks, DOP kits, Dr. Dre Monster Beats, and a SlingMedia Slingbox SOLO with 

Slinglink Turbo 1 Port.  (This list will force me to sit down with one of our high school scholar athletes in 

order to know what these products are.  I would settle for the $425 shopping spree that Joe Paterno’s “boys” 

took home after the Capital One Bowl.) 

 

As I prepared to watch the last of these 34 games, I quickly realized how exciting it will be to again watch 

high school athletes perform.  It was just over 3 weeks ago that I watched our high school boys’ basketball 

team win a one-point thriller over a league rival.  They hopped around as if they had won a State 

Championship in a game that didn’t even count in the league standings.  It seems as if the majority of our 

high school athletes don’t need to be rewarded with a “gift package”.  An opportunity to compete, play 

alongside their peers, and represent their school team is a gift in and of itself.  There is something that 

appeals to me in watching high school “kids” compete.  Yes, I do know one ultimate goal is to be a part of a 

State Championship.  However, research has continued to tell us that the reason they play the game is 

because it is fun.  As high school athletic directors, it is our duty to make sure that high school athletics 

continue to be fun for the participants.  The “payout” that we experience is much greater and lasts much 

longer than any return we could ever receive.  Best wishes for a successful 2010!!!  

 

Greg Rosenhagen – Conway Springs AD 

 

The Back Page is where you can find an article, tips, etc. from a 

current or former athletic director.  If you would like to submit 

something for consideration, please e-mail it to Scott Schechter at 

sschechter@usd210.org.  

 

mailto:dediger@cimarronschools.net
mailto:sschechter@usd210.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ñAs you can imagine I'm very excited about this opportunity.  The 
campaign went really well - it was a true team effort by all the 
Kansas AD's in attendance.  Everyone worked really hard handing 
campaign material out and visiting with as many other AD'S from 
other states.  It was a fun and exciting time.  It really is an honor to 
represent Kansas on the NIAAA BOD.  Winning this election will 
allow Kansas to have a representative on the BOD for the next six 
years.  I will be serving as an at-large member for the next three 
years and Kansas will be the next Section 5 state to have a 
representative on the board three years from now.ò  
 
- Rich Bechard, Blue Valley Schools Athletic Administrator 

THE SECOND BACK PAGE WITH A SPECIAL 

ANNOUNCEMENT!!  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DATE:   January 5, 2010 

Blue Valley administrator Named to the National Interscholastic Athletic 

Administrators Association Board of Directors 

Rich Bechard, Blue Valley’s director for student activities, has been recognized by the National 

Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association (NIAAA). Bechard was elected to the 

national executive board of the NIAAA. The board consists of 11 athletic directors from across 

the nation. The mission of the NIAAA is to develop, enhance and preserve the educational 

values of interscholastic athletics. The NIAAA serves its members by providing resources to 

develop and to enhance leadership skills and to offer opportunities for professional growth. In 

his role on the board of directors, Bechard will help administer, direct and address current issues 

in serving the athletic administrators who in turn oversee the local athletic programs across the 

country. Bechard has been with Blue Valley since 2006. Prior to working in Blue Valley, he was 

an athletic administrator at Holton High School in Holton, Kan. for 16 years. “This is an honor 

and a privilege to be elected by my peers from across the country to represent them on the board 

of directors,” Bechard said. “It will be a challenging and exciting time. I recognize the 

responsibly that comes with this position and I’m looking forward to the next three years on the 

board of directors.” 

 


